
Figure24: The Alco ABA setat Door EngineServicebeingre-fueledandser-
viced.
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Figure23: Shortwait at Library Junctionfor passengerandbaggageexchange.
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Figure22: Returningto Library Junction,with theAlco ABA setuncoupled.
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7.4 Returning to Library Junction

Upon returningto Library Junction,the Alco ABA set is uncoupledso the FL9
canberecoupledto thetrain,asshown in Figure22. TheFL9 bringsthetrain the
restof thewayinto thestationandthe“freight” is decoupled.Thereis ashortwait
while detrainingpassengersdetrainandpassengersboundfor CounterweightCity
board,asshown in Figure23. Baggageboundfor Library Junctionis unloaded
andbaggageboundfor CounterweightCity loaded.Thepassengercarsalsohave
their water tankstopedoff aswell. The Alco ABA set travels to Door Engine
Serviceto bere-fueledandserviced,asshown in Figure24.

7.5 Returning to Counterweight City

Oncethe passengercarsalsohave beenwateredandthe passengerandbaggage
exchangehascompletedthetrain returnsto CounterweightCity. While thetrain
is en-routeto CounterweightCity the Library Junctionswitcherdoesa similar
“dance” asthe BenchStationswitcherdid – the tail endcarsareswappedwith
their correspondingcarswaiting at Library Junctionandtheswitcherwaits with
theoutboundstringfor thetrainto returnfrom CounterweightCity. TheAlcosare
servicedandturnedandalsoreturnto Library Junctionto await thetrain’s return
from CounterweightCity.
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Figure21: Waiting for clearance.
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Figure20: Switchingdone,readyto reassemblethetrain.
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Figure19: After picking up theoutboundAuto Carrierandaboutto pick up the
outboundRoadRailer.
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Figure18: ShovedtheinboundMHC ontothepostoffice sidingandnow picking
up theoutboundMHC.
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Figure17: About to run aroundtheinboundMHC.
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Figure16: Switcherhasdroppedoff theAuto Carrierandis picking up theout-
boundMHC.
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Figure15: Switcherhasdroppedoff theRoadRailerandis aboutto dropoff the
Auto Carrier.
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Figure14: Train at BenchStation,repositionedandaftertheswitcherhaspicked
up thetail end“freight”.
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Figure13: Trainat BenchStation,freight droppedbehindtheturnout.
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Figure12: Trainat Library Junction,waiting for clearanceto go.
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Figure11: Trainat Library Junction,with Alco ABA engineset,pulledup.
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Figure10: FL9 at Door EngineService,beingre-fueled,etc.

7.3 At Bench Station

When the train arrives at BenchStationit takes the platform siding and drops
off the “freight” beforethe turnout– thestationswitcherwill pick thesecarsup
shortly. Meanwhile,becauseof the wait hereandbecauseof the lengthof the
train andtheshortplatform, the train is split betweenthesleeperanddiner. See
Figure13.

After positioningthefront half of thetrainon thesecondstationplatform,the
stationswitcherpicksup thetail end“freight”. SeeFigure14. Theswitcherfirst
dropsoff theRoadRailerandthenpreparesto dropoff theAuto Carrier, asshown
in Figure15. After droppingoff theAuto Carrier, theswitchheadsoff to collect
theoutboundMHC waitingat thepostofficesiding. It still hastheinboundMHC
in tow. SeeFigure16. After picking up theoutboundMHC, theswitchermoves
it to anadjacenttrackso it canplacethe inboundMHC at thepostoffice siding,
asshown in Figures17 and18. After placingthe the inboundMHC at the post
officesiding,theswitcherdoesarunaroundmoveto swapendswith theoutbound
MHC, andthengoesandpicksuptheoutboundAuto Carrierandpreparesto pick
up theoutboundRoadRailer, asshown in Figure19.

After pickinguptheoutboundRoadRailer, theswitcherpositionsthe“freight”
behindthe stationplatform turnoutanduncouplesitself, asshown in Figure20.
Now the roadpower will reassemblethecompletetrain (while the switcherwas
busymoving the“freight” around,the roadengineshasbeenfueledandpassen-
gershave detrainedand boarded,and baggagehasbeenunloadedand loaded.
After reassemblingthetrain,it how waitsat theyardlimit signalwaitingfor clear-
ancefrom thestationmasterandthemainline dispatcherandshown in Figure21.
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Figure9: Trainat Library Junction,with engineuncoupled.
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Figure8: Trainat CounterweightCity, first stop.
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7 Take a ride on the LJ and BS Railroad, do pass
GO!

7.1 At Counterweight City

An end-to-endride on theLJ andBS Railroadstartsat CounterweightCity. The
trainconsistis asfollows:

1. FL9 Engine.

2. Baggage.

3. Sleeper.

4. Diner.

5. Lounge(food servicecar).

6. Coach.

First thebaggageis loaded,thesleepercarpassengersboarded,andthediner
is stocked.SeeFigure8.

Oncethe baggage,sleeper, anddiner aresettled,the train movesup andthe
loungeis stocked andthe coachpassengersareboarded.The train thentravels
counter-clockwiseunderCounterweightCity andentersthe tunnelon its way to
Library Junction.

7.2 At Library Junction

Arriving at Library Junctionthetrain stopsandtheFL9 locomotive is uncoupled
from thetrain andpulledpasttheturnout.SeeFigure9.

TheFL9 is run in reversedown to DoorEngineServicefor re-fueling,inspec-
tion, andotherservicing.SeeFigure10. ThewaitingAlco locomotiveABA setis
switchedto thestationtrackandcoupledup to thetrain. Thetrain is thenpulled
upuntil all of thecarsareupto thestationplatform.SeeFigure11. ThentheSW1
switcherpulls backandshovestheMHC, Auto Carrier, andRoadRailerontothe
rearof thetrain anduncouplesitself. SeeFigure12. After abrake testthetrain is
now readyto go. It waitsfor clearancefrom thestationmasterandthedispatcher,
thenleavesfor BenchStation.
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Figure6: Oneof my EMD SW1locos.

Figure7: Oneof my AutoCarriers.

6 The rolling stock of the LJ and BS Railroad

I will beusing72’ passengercars6, mostlyAthearn,with oneConCorsleeper. I
planonmodifyingoneof theAthearncoachesinto a“food service”car, sincethis
typeof cardoesnot appearto begenerallyavailable.I alreadyhavea setof three
autocarriers(seeFigure7) andwill begettinga setof threeBowserRoadRailers
andasetof threeConCorMHCs.

For thefreightsideof thingsI’ ll probablygetanassortmentof freightcars.

6Thesearenot prototypical,but becauseof limited spaceandthetight curvesunderCounter-
weightCity, I needto usethese“shortened”cars.
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Figure4: Oneof my kit-bashedFL9’s paintedin Amtrak PhaseIII.

Figure5: Someof my Alco passengerlocomotives.

ventilatedtunnelandundergroundstationat CounterweightCity, I amusingdual
power locomotiveson this section:EMD FL-9 locomotives.SeeFigure4. I have
two of these,bothkit-bashedfrom AtlasFP-7s.

For the main roadpower betweenLibrary JunctionandBenchStationI will
beusingABA setsof Alco passengerlocomotives5. SeeFigure5.

For yard work at Library JunctionandBenchStation,I have a pair of EMD
SW1locosin AmtrakPhaseI. SeeFigure6.

For the main line freight power I plan on gettingsomeSD40sandfor yard
work atTubYard,I planoncreatingamother-daughtersetconsistingof anSD38
anda6 axleyardslug.

5I know, Amtrakneverhadany of theselocomotives,but this is a freelancemodelrailroadand
I like how theselocomotiveslook.
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1. Library Junction.At the“northwest”endof thelayout(in reality this is the
southeastendof the room) is Library Junction.This is a 3’ by 8’ module
that is over my large sciencefiction library. In termsof The LJ and BS
Railroad,this is the“west” RoadRailer, mail, andAuto Trainterminal.This
is alsoa crew changeandenginechangepoint aswell.

2. Tub Yard. Thenext moduleto the“east” of Library Junctionis Tub Yard.
Tub Yard is a freight classificationyard, with 8 classtracksand a RIP4

track. This moduleis locatedover my bathtub. This is a 3’ by 6’ module.
To conservespaceI “bent” theyardladder.

3. CounterweightCity. Continuingeast,wecometo CounterweightCity. This
4’ by 5’ moduleis notchedto accommodatethecounterweightfor my heavy
trapdoor. Thetrackagehereis underground,muchlikethetrackagein NYC
on the islandof Manhattan.It alsohasa passengerrail stationwith below
thestreettrackage,muchlikePenn.Stationin NYC.

4. BenchStation.The“easternmost”moduleis BenchStation.This2’ by 10’
moduleis suspendedover my workbench. This is the “east” RoadRailer,
mail, andAuto Train terminal.

5. DoorEngineService.“South” of BenchStationandslightly “west” is Door
EngineService. This small 3’ by 1’ moduleis a re-fueling and general
engineservicearea.Therearetwo servicetracksandasmallenginehouse.

In additionto themodules,thereis a400scalefoot Warrentypethroughtruss
bridgethat spansover a 4’ window. Thereis a broadS-curve betweenCounter-
weightCity andBenchStationthatrisesslightly to archovermy workbenchlight.
Thereis theS-curve tunnelconnectingLibrary JunctionandCounterweightCity.
Thereis a freight connectionline betweenthe“northern” mainlineandthesouth
endof Tub Yard. Thereis alsoa reversingwye connectingLibrary Junction,Tub
Yard,andDoorEngineService.

5 The power of the LJ and BS Railroad

The primary intereston the LJ andBS Railroadis the passengertrains,so most
of the locomotivesarepaintedwith Amtrak colors. Becauseof the long, poorly

4RepairIn Place.
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Figure2: RoadRailerson thetail endof theeastboundLakeShoreLimited.

Figure3: RoadRailersSpringfield,MA.
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2 Sources of ideas: riding Amtrak’s The Lake Shore
Limited

A largepartof theinspirationfor this modelrailroadcamefrom riding Amtrak’s
The Lake Shore Limited betweenSpringfield,MA and Rochester, NY. I make
this trip two or threetimesa yearto visit family in theRochester, NY area:my
mom,my brotherDavid, my sisterSusan,my brother-in-law Chris,andmy niece
Celeste.I alwaystake thetrain – it is a relaxingandalwaysinterestingride.

One of the more interestingfeaturesof this train is the fact that it is re-
ally two trains. Westboundit is Amtrak train number49 from New York City
to ChicagoandAmtrak train number449 from Bostonto Chicago. Thesetwo
trainsjoin andbecomethe49/449atAlbany-Rensselaer, NY. Eastboundthis train
startsas 48/448 in Chicagoand becomestwo trains, Amtrak train number48
from Chicagoto New York City andAmtrak train number448 from Chicagoto
BostonatAlbany-Rensselaer, NY. For awhile thewestboundBostonsection(449)
broughtastringaMHCs2 from Bostonto Springfield,MA, to becarriedsouthon
a latter train. More recentlythis train hasgottena string of RoadRailers3 from
Springfield,MA to Chicago.SeeFigures2 and3. I have foundtheswitchingthat
is involvedin this train, at Springfield,MA andAlbany-Rensselaer, NY to bean
interestingandentertainingpartof my tripson this train. TheLJ andBSRailroad
incorporatessomeof thesefeaturesandactivities.

3 Additional ideas: Amtrak’s Auto Train

AlthoughI don’t haveacarandhaveneverriddenonAmtrak’sAuto Train, theidea
is itself alsovery fascinatingandsomethingI would like to model.Therewasan
articlein theMay, 2000issueof ModelRailroadermagazineby JohnMcKeeman
(page66) aboutAmtrak’s Auto Train terminalat Lorton, Va. I found this article
very interesting.I incorporatedsomeof theideaspresentedin thisarticle.

4 The places of the LJ and BS Railroad

TheLJ andBS Railroadconsistsof fivebench-work “modules”:
2MaterialHandlingCars– 60 foot expressboxcars).
3Specialhighwaysemi-trailersdesignedto work with specialbogiesandbecarriedby rail.
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Figure1: TheLJ andBS Railroad

1 Introduction

The The LJ and BS Railroad1 is a H0 (1:87) model railroad that is presentlya
“work in progress”. It consistsof 5 “modules” suspendedabout12” from my
ceiling, with addition trackagemountedon wall bracketsor independentlysus-
pendedfrom the ceiling. SeeFigure1. I have optedfor this approach,sinceI
don’t have available floor space– the only “free” spaceit up nearthe ceiling,
spacethat is generallyunderutilized. I have beenworking on this projecton and
off for several years,slowly acquiringthe piecesandmakingwhat needsto be
made.

1TheLibrary JunctionandBenchStationRailroad,namedfor thetwo major terminalson the
line.
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Abstract

Thisis anarrative thatexplainstheconceptideasbehindthis“free lance”
modelrailroad. It alsodescribestheplannedtimetableandactivities of the
maintrainsandyardactivities thatwill runon this railroad,onceit hasbeen
completed.
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