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Introductions Who I am

Who I am

Robert Heller
Deepwoods Software
51 Locke Hill Road
Wendell, MA 01379
978-544-6933
heller@deepsoft.com
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Introductions What I do

Services Deepwoods Software offers:

Custom Computer Programming.
Linux Administration.
Web Hosting.
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Introductions Who you are

Who you are / why you are here

Crafter. Wanting to enlarge the market for your crafts.
Musician. Wanting get the word out about your music.
Consultant. Wanting to enlarge the market for your expertise.
Solo Entrepreneur / Micro-business. Wanting to enlarge your
market share.
Small Non-Profit Organization. Wanting to expand your reach.
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Introductions What a website can do for you

What a website can do for you:

Let the world know about your crafts.
Let the world know about your music.
Let the world know about your expertise.
Let the world know about your products or services.
Let the world know about your organization.
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What you need to have a website

What you need to have a website

A domain name.
A Hosting service.
A Web Design.
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What you need to have a website What is a domain name?

What is a domain name?

Short phrase or a single word.
Names your craft.
Names your musical group or band.
Names your area of expertise.
Names your product or service.
Names your organization.
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What you need to have a website What is a domain name?

Types of domain names: Top Level Domains

Domain names come in several types:

.com Commercial Enterprise websites.

.org Non-profit Organization websites.

.us United States country code. Generic US websites.

.biz Business websites.

.info Informational websites.
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What you need to have a website What is a web hosting service?

What is a web hosting service?

A web hosting service is a service which provides a “place” for your
web site to live. A web hosting service provides three main things:

Storage space for your web code.
Bandwidth to deliver your web pages to your visitors.
The software infrastructure to implement the web server.
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What you need to have a website What is a web site?

What is a web site?

Advertising brochure.
Catalog of products or services.
Store front.
Newsletter.
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Setting up your website: step by step Registering a domain name

Registering a domain name

The first step is getting a domain name. This involves visiting a domain
registrar and registering your domain name.

Visit the domain registrar’s web site.
Search for the domain name you want.
You may have to try several variations if your first choice is taken.
Register your domain name. This will involve a fee, usually around
$10.00.
This is an annual fee. It is possible to register a domain for
multiple years and get a discount. You will also need create an
account with the registrar and need to provide contact info.
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Setting up your website: step by step Registering a domain name

Visiting the Go Daddy website
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Setting up your website: step by step Registering a domain name

Searching a domain name
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Setting up your website: step by step Registering a domain name

About to register a domain name
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Setting up your website: step by step Shopping for a hosting service

Shopping for a hosting service

There are several types of Web Hosting Services:

Free services.
Constrained formatting and terms of service, advertising.
You get what you pay for.
Paid services: large corporate vendors (Go Daddy, Network
Solutions, etc.).
A “Wal-mart” style of service.
Big (faceless) corporate one-size-fits-all type of service.
Paid services: small vendors (like Deepwoods Software).
A more “boutique” style of service.
Generally allows for a more one-on-one customized service
offering, tailored to your needs.
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offering, tailored to your needs.
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Shopping for a hosting service

Cost.

$10/month is reasonable.
Disk space. 5 to 10 megabytes is average for static HTML, 15
megabytes will handle a WordPress site.
Bandwidth.
Reliability. Look for better than 99% uptime.
Server infrastructure. “LAMP”: Linux Apache MySQL Php. CMS
(WordPress, etc.) Installed? Database setup? Virtual and/or real
E-Mail accounts? FTP / SFTP?
Technical Support.
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Setting up your website: step by step Setting your Domain Name Servers

Setting up your Domain Name Servers

Domain Name Servers (DNSs) Connect your name to your host.

Getting the DNS addresses from your hosting service.
Updating the DNS addresses associated with your domain name.
Testing the DNS translation.
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Designing your Web Site

There are several options when implementing a web site:

Coding the HTML from scratch.
Not really recommended. Requires lots of technical knowledge to
do right.
Hire a web designer to design your site.
This can be costly, but might be worth it if you are dealing in
upscale products or services.
Open source, templated Content Management System (known as
a CMS).
A very cost effective solution for a good looking and smoothly
working website on a tight budget. This is the highly
recommended way to go.
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Setting up your website: step by step Deciding how to implement your Web Site

Three common open source CMSs

Here are the “big three” CMS available:

Drupal. A popular large scale system.
Joomla! Another popular large scale system.
WordPress. A popular small system, originally designed for
blogging, but also works well for smaller non blog oriented
websites.
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Setting up your website: step by step Installing and configuring your CMS

Installing and configuring your CMS

Download the code.
Upload it to the server.
Configure the CMS to work with the server’s settings.
Some hosting providers will do most of this for you.
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Setting up your website: step by step Designing your web site

Designing your web site

Picking a template (aka theme).
Configuring the template to suit your design. Color scheme,
header images, text styles and sizes, background images. Install
plug ins and widgets for added functionality.
Upload your content. Use the CMS’s back end to write textual
content and upload media (images, audio, and video).
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Testing your web site

It is important to test your web site.

Any Browser compliant. Works with any web browser. Try your
site with various different browsers.
Code testing sites. http://validator.w3.org/
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Setting up your website: step by step Additional Odds and Ends

Additional Odds and Ends

Getting people to visit your site.
Manually adding your site to search engines.
Getting other sites to link to your site.
Putting your web address on your business cards and stationary.
Google Analytics.
Free service to analyze how people are visiting your site. Helps
you determine what parts of your website are working and what
parts are not.
Google AdSense.
Service to put relevant advertising on your site.
Helps to cover the cost of the web site.
Google AdWords.
Service to put small advertisements for your site on other web
sites.
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