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Figure24: The Alco ABA setat Door Engine Servicebeingre-fueledand ser
viced.
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Figure23: Shortwait at Library Junctionfor passengeandbaggagexchange.
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Figure22: Returningto Library Junction,with the Alco ABA setuncoupled.

25



7.4 Returningto Library Junction

Uponreturningto Library Junction,the Alco ABA setis uncoupledso the FL9

canberecoupledo thetrain,asshavn in Figure22. The FL9 bringsthetrainthe

restof theway into thestationandthe“freight” is decoupledThereis a shortwait

while detrainingpassengerdetrainandpassengensoundfor CounterweighCity

board,asshown in Figure23. Baggageboundfor Library Junctionis unloaded
andbaggagdéoundfor CounterweighCity loaded.The passengetarsalsohave

their watertankstopedoff aswell. The Alco ABA settravelsto Door Engine
Serviceto bere-fueledandservicedasshownn in Figure24.

7.5 Returningto Counterweight City

Oncethe passengecarsalsohave beenwateredandthe passengeandbaggage
exchangehascompletedthe train returnsto CounterweighCity. While thetrain
is en-routeto CounterweightCity the Library Junctionswitcherdoesa similar
“dance” asthe BenchStationswitcherdid — the tail end carsare swappedwith
their correspondingarswaiting at Library Junctionandthe switcherwaits with
theoutboundstringfor thetrainto returnfrom CounterweighCity. The Alcosare
servicedandturnedandalsoreturnto Library Junctionto await the train’s return
from CounterweighCity.
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Figure21: Waiting for clearance.
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Figure20: Switchingdone,readyto reassemblénhetrain.
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Figure19: After picking up the outboundAuto Carrierandaboutto pick up the
outboundRoadRailer
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Figurel18: ShoredtheinboundMHC ontothe postoffice sidingandnow picking
up the outboundviHC.
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Figurel7: Aboutto runaroundtheinboundMHC.
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Figure 16: Switcherhasdroppedoff the Auto Carrierandis picking up the out-
boundMHC.
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Figure15: Switcherhasdroppedoff the RoadRailerandis aboutto drop off the
Auto Carrier
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Figurel14: Train at BenchStation,repositionedandafterthe switcherhaspicked
up thetail end“freight”.
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Figurel3: Train at BenchStation,freightdroppedbehindtheturnout.
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Figurel12: Trainat Library Junctionwaiting for clearanceo go.
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Figurell: TrainatLibrary Junctionwith Alco ABA engineset,pulledup.
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Figurel0: FL9 at Door EngineService beingre-fueled etc.

7.3 At Bench Station

Whenthe train arrives at Bench Stationit takes the platform siding and drops
off the “freight” beforethe turnout— the stationswitcherwill pick thesecarsup
shortly Meanwhile,becauseof the wait hereand becauseof the length of the
train andthe shortplatform, the train is split betweenthe sleeperanddiner. See
Figurel3.

After positioningthe front half of thetrain on the secondstationplatform,the
stationswitcherpicksup thetail end“freight”. SeeFigure14. The switcherfirst
dropsoff the RoadRaileandthenprepareso dropoff the Auto Carrier asshovn
in Figure15. After droppingoff the Auto Carrier the switch headsoff to collect
theoutboundVIHC waiting atthe postoffice siding. It still hastheinboundMHC
in tow. SeeFigurel16. After picking up the outboundMHC, the switchermoves
it to anadjacentracksoit canplacetheinboundMHC at the postoffice siding,
asshown in Figures17 and 18. After placingthe the inboundMHC at the post
office siding,theswitcherdoesarunaroundmove to swapendswith theoutbound
MHC, andthengoesandpicksup the outboundAuto Carrierandprepareso pick
up the outboundRoadRailerasshown in Figure19.

After pickinguptheoutboundRoadRailertheswitcherpositionsthe “freight”
behindthe stationplatform turnoutanduncouplestself, asshavn in Figure 20.
Now the roadpower will reassemblé¢he completetrain (while the switcherwas
busy moving the “freight” around,the roadengineshasbeenfueledandpassen-
gershave detrainedand boarded,and baggagehas beenunloadedand loaded.
After reassemblinghetrain, it how waitsattheyardlimit signalwaitingfor clear
ancefrom the stationmasterandthemainline dispatcheandshown in Figure21.
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Figure9: TrainatLibrary Junction,with engineuncoupled.
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Counter Weight City Module

Figure8: Train at CounterweighCity, first stop.
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7 Takearideon the LJ and BS Railroad, do pass
GO!

7.1 At Counterweight City

An end-to-endide on the LJ andBS Railroadstartsat CounterweighCity. The
train consistis asfollows:

. FL9 Engine.
. Baggage.

. Sleeper

1
2
3
4. Diner.
5. Lounge(food servicecar).
6

. Coach.

Firstthe baggages loaded the sleepercarpassengersoardedandthediner
is stoclked. SeeFigure8.

Oncethe baggagesleeperanddiner are settled,the train movesup andthe
loungeis stocked andthe coachpassengerare boarded. The train thentravels
counterclockwiseunderCounterweightCity andentersthe tunnelon its way to
Library Junction.

7.2 At Library Junction

Arriving at Library Junctionthe train stopsandthe FL9 locomotie is uncoupled
from thetrain andpulled pasttheturnout. SeeFigure9.

TheFL9is runin reversedown to Door EngineServicefor re-fueling,inspec-
tion, andotherservicing.SeeFigurel10. Thewaiting Alco locomotive ABA setis
switchedto the stationtrack andcoupledup to thetrain. Thetrainis thenpulled
upuntil all of thecarsareupto thestationplatform. SeeFigurell. ThentheSW1
switcherpulls backandshovesthe MHC, Auto Carrier andRoadRailerontothe
rearof thetrain anduncouplestself. SeeFigurel2. After abrake testthetrainis
now readyto go. It waitsfor clearancdrom the stationmasterandthedispatcher
thenleavesfor BenchStation.



Figure7: Oneof my AutoCarriers.

6 Therolling stock of theLJ and BS Railroad

| will beusing72’ passengecar$, mostly Athearn,with one ConCorsleeper |
planon modifying oneof the Athearncoachesnto a“food service”car, sincethis
type of cardoesnot appeatto be generallyavailable.| alreadyhave a setof three
autocarriers(seeFigure7) andwill be gettinga setof threeBowserRoadRailers
anda setof threeConCorMHCs.

For thefreight sideof thingsl’ Il probablygetanassortmentf freightcars.

5Thesearenot prototypical,but becausef limited spaceandthe tight curvesunderCounter
weightCity, | needto usethese'shortened’cars.



Figure4: Oneof my kit-bashed~L9’s paintedin Amtrak Phasdill.
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Figure5: Someof my Alco passengeiocomotves.

ventilatedtunnelandundegroundstationat CounterweighCity, | amusingdual
power locomotiveson this section:EMD FL-9 locomotves.SeeFigure4. | have
two of these pothkit-bashedrom Atlas FP-7s.

For the main road power betweenLibrary Junctionand BenchStation! will
beusingABA setsof Alco passengeocomotives. SeeFigure5.

For yard work at Library Junctionand BenchStation,| have a pair of EMD
SW1llocosin Amtrak Phasd. SeeFigure6.

For the main line freight power | plan on gettingsomeSD40sand for yard

work at Tub Yard,| planon creatinga motherdaughtersetconsistingof an SD38
anda6 axleyardslug.

51 know, Amtrak never hadary of thesdocomotives,but thisis afreelancemodelrailroadand
I like how theselocomotieslook.



1. Library Junction.At the“northwest”endof the layout(in reality this is the
southeasendof theroom)is Library Junction. Thisis a 3’ by 8 module
thatis over my large sciencefiction library. In termsof The LJ and BS
Railroad thisis the“west” RoadRailermail, andAuto Trainterminal. This
is alsoa crew changeandenginechangepointaswell.

2. Tub Yard. The next moduleto the “east” of Library Junctionis Tub Yard.
Tub Yard is a freight classificationyard, with 8 classtracksand a RIP*
track. This moduleis locatedover my bathtub Thisis a 3’ by 6° module.
To consere spacd “bent” theyardladder

3. CounterweighCity. Continuingeastwe cometo CounterweighCity. This
4’ by 5 moduleis notchedo accommodatéhe counterweighfor my heary
trapdoor. Thetrackagehereis undeground,muchlikethetrackagen NYC
ontheislandof Manhattan.It alsohasa passengerail stationwith belov
thestreettrackagemuchlike Penn.Stationin NYC.

4. BenchStation.The “easternmostinoduleis BenchStation.This 2’ by 10’
moduleis suspendeaver my workbench. This is the “east” RoadRailer
mail, andAuto Trainterminal.

5. DoorEngineService.“South” of BenchStationandslightly “west” is Door
Engine Service. This small 3' by 1’ moduleis a re-fueling and general
engineservicearea.Therearetwo servicetracksanda smallenginehouse.

In additionto themodulesthereis a400scalefoot Warrentypethroughtruss
bridgethat spansover a4’ window. Thereis a broadS-cune betweenCounter
weightCity andBenchStationthatrisesslightly to archover my workbencHight.
Thereis the S-cune tunnelconnecting.ibrary Junctionand CounterweighCity.
Thereis afreight connectionline betweenthe “northern” mainlineandthe south
endof Tub Yard. Thereis alsoareversingwye connecting.ibrary Junction,Tub
Yard,andDoor EngineService.

5 Thepower of theLJ and BS Railroad

The primary intereston the LJ and BS Railroadis the passengetrains,so most
of the locomotivesare paintedwith Amtrak colors. Becauseof the long, poorly

4Repairln Place.



Figure2: RoadRailer®onthetail endof the eastbound.ake ShoreLimited.

Figure3: RoadRailersSpringfield,MA.



2 Sourcesof ideas: riding Amtrak’sThe Lake Shore
Limited

A large partof theinspirationfor this modelrailroadcamefrom riding Amtrak’s
The Lake Shore Limited betweenSpringfield, MA and RochesterNY. | make
this trip two or threetimesa yearto visit family in the RochesterNY area:my
mom, my brotherDavid, my sisterSusanmy brotherin-law Chris,andmy niece
Celestel alwaystake thetrain—it is arelaxingandalwaysinterestingide.

One of the more interestingfeaturesof this train is the fact that it is re-
ally two trains. Westboundt is Amtrak train number49 from New York City
to Chicagoand Amtrak train number449 from Bostonto Chicago. Thesetwo
trainsjoin andbecomehe49/449at Albany-RensselaeNY. Eastboundhistrain
startsas 48/448in Chicagoand becomeswo trains, Amtrak train number48
from Chicagoto New York City and Amtrak train number448 from Chicagoto
Bostonat Albany-RensselaeNY. For awhile thewestboundostonsection(449)
broughtastringa MHCSs? from Bostonto Springfield,MA, to becarriedsouthon
a latter train. More recentlythis train hasgottena string of RoadRailerd from
Springfield,MA to Chicago.SeeFigures2 and3. | have foundthe switchingthat
is involvedin this train, at Springfield, MA andAlbany-RensselagNY to bean
interestingandentertainingpartof my trips onthistrain. TheLJ andBS Railroad
incorporatesomeof thesefeaturesandactiities.

3 Additional ideas: Amtrak’s Auto Train

Althoughl don't haveacarandhave neverriddenon Amtrak’s Auto Train, theidea
is itself alsovery fascinatingandsomething would like to model. Therewasan
articlein the May, 2000issueof Model Railroademagazindy JohnMcKeeman
(page66) aboutAmtrak’s Auto Train terminalat Lorton, Va. | foundthis article
veryinteresting.l incorporatedsomeof theideaspresentedh thisarticle.

4 Theplacesof thelLJ and BS Railroad

TheLJ andBS Railroadconsistf five bench-vork “modules”:

2Material HandlingCars— 60 foot expressbox cars).
3Specialhighway semi-trailersdesignedo work with specialbogiesandbe carriedby rail.



Composite Layout
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Figurel: ThelLJ andBS Railroad

1 Introduction

The The LJ and BS Railroad! is a HO (1:87) modelrailroad that is presentlya
“work in progress”. It consistsof 5 “modules” suspended@bout12” from my
ceiling, with additiontrackagemountedon wall braclets or independentlysus-
pendedfrom the ceiling. SeeFigurel. | have optedfor this approachsincel
don't have available floor space- the only “free” spaceit up nearthe ceiling,
spacethatis generallyunderutilized. | have beenworking on this projecton and
off for several years,slowly acquiringthe piecesand makingwhat needsto be
made.

1TheLibrary JunctionandBenchStationRailroad,namedfor the two majorterminalson the
line.
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The Storyof ThelLJ andBS Railroad
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Abstract

Thisis anarratve thatexplainstheconcepideasbehindthis “free lance”
modelrailroad. It alsodescribeghe plannedtimetableandactiities of the
maintrainsandyardactuvities thatwill runonthisrailroad,onceit hasbeen
completed.
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